
 

COMMISSION MINUTES 

October 12, 2021 

 

Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this 

twelfth day of October.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Scott Johnson, 

Garth ‘Tooter’ Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier County 

Administration Building, 250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven Wall and 

Executive Director Malcolm Nash were also present. 

 

Commission Business: 

Commissioner Brown reported he had attended a legislative redistricting meeting held in 

Richfield, Utah, noting that it is going to be a struggle to keep strength in the rural parts of the 

State as the representative areas are expanding to keep the population numbers equal.  The 

conversation they had revolved around how to keep representation in the rural parts of the State.  

He also attended a Rural Summit, and discussed housing and public lands in the rural areas. 

 

Commissioner Johnson gave an update from the last BlackHawk Committee Meeting.   He said 

they are scheduling more events all the time, but they are in need of additional infrastructure.  He 

said they are looking at ways to improve the arena and the area around the arena because of the 

increase in activities.  He then reported that the recent 4-H Horse Showing Event was very 

successful, and everyone liked the central location.  He said that the restaurants and fast food 

establishments were very busy, noting that several of the food establishments ran out of food as 

there were several participants and attendees.   

 

Commissioner Ogden reported on the CIB meetings he had attended, noting that several of the 

monies they award are being reduced because of the low mineral lease prices and less is being 

produced.  He said they will bring their concerns to the legislature if the mineral lease monies 

continue to subside. 

 

Executive Director Malcolm Nash showed a plaque that the Red Hills BMX Group had given to 

the County as a ‘Thank you’ for the help in improving the track on the north end of Richfield. 

 

Minutes of the September 27th Commission Meeting and October 4th Worksession 

approved: 

Minutes of the September 27th Commission Meeting and the October 4th Worksession were 

reviewed and approved on a motion by Commissioner Brown, second Commissioner Johnson, 

unanimous. 

 

Payment Approval Report for September approved: 

The Payment Approval Report for September was then reviewed and approved on a motion by 

Commissioner Johnson, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Recommended Personnel Changes approved: 

Human Resource Director Craig Blake then presented the name of Paul Torgerson as a part-time 

paramedic to fill a vacant position in that program starting September 13, 2021, Grade 15, at 

$17.56 per hour.  Mr. Blake noted that there was one more vacant position to be filled that had 
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been approved in that department.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the 

hire as recommended, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Public Hearing to Consider Opening 2021 Budget: 

At 1:45 p.m., Commissioner Brown moved to recess the regular meeting for a public hearing as 

has been advertised, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Commissioner Ogden then opened a public hearing to consider opening the current 2021 budget 

to make adjustments and consider requests to provide funds in excess of those provided for in the 

2021 budget.  Commissioner Ogden listed the increases being considered which included:  

purchase of leased vehicles, grant for Main Street Project, pay-off of the bonds, American 

Rescue Plan monies, improvements at the Fairgrounds, and Fire Protection for the 

Administration Building and Children’s Justice Center.  He noted that money would be coming 

from grants, and from the County Reserves.  There were no comments from the public.   

 

Regular meeting resumed at 1:50 p.m. 

 

After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to open the 2021 Budget and increase the 

budget in the amount noted in the public hearing, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Personal Property Declared Surplus, Authorized for Disposal: 

The Commission then reviewed a list of surplus personal property items, mostly items from the 

Jail that are no longer in use or are broken.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to 

declare the items surplus and authorize disposal as indicated, second Commissioner Johnson, 

unanimous. 

 

Board of Equalization accepts Hearing Officer Recommendations: 

The Commission, then acting as the Board of Equalization, considered a list of Adjustments and 

recommendations from the Hearing Officer from meetings with appelants regarding property 

values and issues presented by Assessor Amy Garren-Clark.  The Assessor also reviewed the 

stipulations, dismissals, and the primary/non-primary adjustments to correct assessed values.  

The total adjustment was approximately $12,161,972 of taxable value.  As the Board of 

Equalization, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the recommendations of the Hearing 

Officer and Assessor Adjustments as listed, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Tax Abatements Approved for those who Qualify: 

The Commission then reviewed a summary of the Tax Abatements from the Circuit Breaker, 

Veteran, and Blind Abatements totaling approximately $529,399 with the State reimbursing 

approximately $140,079 of that amount to the County.  This consists of taxes to the School 

District, County, and Cities.  After review and discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to 

approve those that qualify for the abatements, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 
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Reimbursement approved for personal property: 

Assessor Garren-Clark then reviewed with the Commissioners a request for reimbursement of 

$110 on a personal property tax on a vehicle that had been re-licensed and traded in.  She said 

that the individuals had gotten a reimbursement from the State, which she requires prior to 

approval by the County.   

After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the reimbursement of $110 as 

requested, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Agreement with Ensign Engineering and Land Surveying Inc. approved: 

Recorder Jason Monroe then reviewed with the Commissioners an agreement between Sevier 

County and Ensign Engineering and Land Surveying Inc. for a section corner replacement 

project for the next year.  Mr. Monroe said he had sent out RFP’s to the six local surveyors, and 

had received two bids back.  He said he selected the company with the lower price and quality, 

noting the services would be paid for by a Grant from the State for the project.  He said they 

would be working northeast of Richfield and in the flood areas where section corners could have 

been moved or damaged from the floods.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to 

approve the agreement as recommended, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 2:05 p.m.    

   

 

 

 

 


